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The SmartDock2 and the ES2 provide elegant solutions for 

integrating an iPod into a ZR-6 MultiZone System. They both 

provide additional features and placement fl exibility that add 

convenience and value to the installation. 

SMARTDOCK2

The SmartDock2 is a 30-pin docking station for the iPod® that 

includes an adjustable slide to accommodate various iPod 

sizes. The primary function of the SmartDock2 is to provide a 

bridge between an iPod, a Niles ZR-6 MultiZone Receiver, and 

an adjacent computer. This confi guration allows you to sync 

with iTunes® and instantly switch back to the receiver without 

ever having to remove the iPod from the dock. 

ES2

The ES2 Extender System is a pair of wall plates that allow an 

iPod® to be placed up to 100 meters away from a Niles ZR-6 

MultiZone Receiver or other home entertainment system. The 

input plate has a 30-pin connector for the iPod cable and a 

connection for the power supply. The output plate has a 30-pin 

connector for the system connection. Both plates have two 

CAT-5 connectors on the back that carry audio, video, data and 

other signals between them that allow you to listen to and 

control your iPod.

OVERVIEW: SMARTDOCK® 2 AND ES2 

iPod® Connectivity Solutions

ES2
FG01574
Input Wall Plate

ES2
FG01574
Output Wall Plate

Wall-Mount Extender System for iPod® 
ES

SmartDock2
FG01575
Smart Docking Station 
for iPod

Smart Docking Station for iPod® 
SmartDock®

Please check the iWARE® 2 iPod Compatibility 

Chart in the Additional Documents section at: 

www.nilesaudio.com/techsupport/
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QUICK SYNC WITH iTUNES®

The SmartDock2 enables you to sync your iPod with iTunes 

on your computer without disconnecting the iPod from your 

AV system.

FLEXIBLE POWER OPTIONS

The SmartDock2 can receive power from a connected computer 

via the USB port, the included power supply, or a directly 

connected ZR-6

ILLUMINATED TOGGLE SWITCH

Pressing the illuminated light on the SmartDock2 toggles the 

dock between receiver mode and USB/iTunes mode. A blue 

illumination on the switch indicates receiver mode. A green 

illumination on the switch indicates USB/iTunes mode. 

OVERVIEW: SMARTDOCK® 2 AND ES2 KEY FEATURES

30-pin Cable
Connect to a 30-pin enabled 
Niles component or to 
the optional iWARE ES2 
Extender System

USB Power Type B mini to type 
A standard USB for connecting 
to your computer or the included 
USB power supply

Stereo Mini to Stereo RCA Plug
Connect to the line-level stereo 
input on your receiver or to a pair 
of self-powered speakers (cable 
not included) 

30-Pin iPod® Connector

Adjustable iPod Support
Slide back and forth to 
support various iPod sizesLED/Toggle Switch

Indicates current connection 
mode. Push to toggle between 

USB/iTunes® and receiver mode 

LED
Indicates that the power supply 

is plugged in (input plate) 
and that a system receiver is 

connected (output plate) 

30-Pin Connector
For connecting an iPod® 

(input plate) and the system 
receiver (output plate)

12V Power Supply 
Connector

ES2 Input Wall Plate ES2 Output Wall Plate
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WHAT DOES THIS APPLICATION DO?

This application demonstrates how to remotely locate a SmartDock2 and connect it to both a PC and the ZR-6 MultiZone Receiver.

DO THIS FIRST Review the compatible iPod models list

CRITICAL KNOWLEDGE

1)  The SmartDock2 and ES2 are not 

compatible with any fi rst generation 

SmartDocks or ES1s!

2)  The 30-pin iPod cable supplied with 

the ZR-6 MultiZone Receiver connects 

the ZR-6 (or ES2 input wall plate) 

directly to an iPod. The 30-pin cable 

supplied with the SmartDock2 and 

ES2 connects the SmartDock2 or ES2 

output wall plate to the ZR-6, or the 

ES2 input wall plate to a SmartDock2. 

Please note these two 30-pin cables 

are not the same and cannot be 

interchanged.

3)  Although CAT-6 offers higher 

communication speeds, its increased 

twists per inch may reduce the 

maximum distance between the two 

wall plates. CAT-5 is recommended for 

wire runs greater than 75 ft.

4)  In a multi-chassis ZR-6 MultiZone 

Receiver system, there can be only one 

iPod connected to the system.

Key Considerations

The SmartDock2 connects an iPod to 

the ZR-6 MultiZone Receiver and enables 

you to sync with iTunes on a computer.  

The ES-2 extension kit allows you to 

conveniently integrate an iPod to the ZR-6 

from anywhere in the home. 

Customer Benefi ts

Integration of an iPod into a ZR-6 MultiZone 

Receiver becomes seamless and elegant.

Installation Benefi ts

The ES2 and SmartDock2 combination 

allows the installer to locate the iPod in 

any location that the customer desires, 

while still being accessible to the ZR-6 

MultiZone system. 

APPLICATION: ADDING AN iPod® USING THE 
SMARTDOCK® 2 AND ES2

CABLE SCHEDULE

SmartDock2 Connections

QTY CABLE SIGNAL FROM TO

1 30-pin Data SmartDock2 ZR-6 30-pin 

1 USB Data SmartDock2 iTunes Computer

ES2 Connections

QTY CABLE SIGNAL FROM TO

2 CAT-5 Data ES2 Input Plate ES2 Output Plate  

1 30-pin Data SmartDock2 ES2 Input Plate

1 30-pin Data ES2 Output Plate ZR-6 30-pin 

1 12V DC Power AC Outlet ES2 Input Plate

INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS

The ES2 requires two (2) CAT-5 cables 

between the two wall plates. The 

input wall plate (the iPod end) must be 

powered by the included power supply 

that can be connected to the front or 

rear of the input wall plate.



40CALL 1-800-BUY-HIFI or 305-238-4373 – www.nilesaudio.com 

ZR-6 MULTIZONE SYSTEM DESIGN GUIDE

ES2 Connection Diagram

When not using a SmartDock2, use the cable included with the Niles MultiZone control system to connect to iPod.

SmartDock2 Connection Diagram

SmartDock2

Loudspeakers

iPod
(Not Included)

WIRING LEGEND

3.5 mm

Speaker Cable

30 Pin Cable

USB Cable

APPLICATION: ADDING AN IPOD USING THE SMARTDOCK AND ES2

ZR-6

Loudspeakers

ES2 ES2

Dual-run of CAT-5 cables up to 100 meters

Power 
Supply

Optional iWARE SmartDock® 2

2 meter cable included 
with the SmartDock2

Cable supplied with ZR-6

WIRING LEGEND

Speaker Cable

30 Pin Cable

CAT-5 Data

AC

ES2 Input Wall PlateES2 Output Wall Plate

DO NOT use 30-Pin 
cable supplied with ZR-6 

to connect to ES2

2 meter cable included 
with the SmartDock2. 

DO NOT use the cable 
supplied with ZR-6

Cable supplied with           
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ZR SYSTEM F.A.Q.S

DOES THE ZR-6 SUPPORT ALL iPods?

All iPods connect to the ZR-6 and display metadata.  However, 

the older versions that do not support USB hosting will not 

receive power from the ZR-6 for recharging the battery.

HOW ARE MENU ITEMS SORTED ON THE iPod?

All Artists, Album and Song titles are sorted the same way as on 

the iPod. All the menus that appear on the keypads come 

directly from the iPod. Some songs may sort differently than 

you would think. This can be adjusted in iTunes®.

WILL THE ZR-6 INSTALL AS A DIRECT 

REPLACEMENT FOR GLORIA?

There is no external IR sensor connection on the Solo-6IR or 

Solo-6MD keypads.  Any external IR sensors must be home run 

to the ZR-6 and connected to the global IR In port using a Niles 

IRH-610 or a TS-Pro must be installed in the zone.  This is 

different from the cabling requirements for previous Niles 

MultiZone Receivers (i.e. 4630).  Also, the ZR-6 utilizes T-568A 

termination for the CAT-5 cables.

CAN THE ZR-4 LEARN IR CODES LIKE THE ZR-6 

AND ZR-4630 (GLORIA)?

No, the ZR-4 can only pass through IR codes that are fi red into 

its keypads. This is the only way you can activate or control 

sources with the ZR-4 (the Solo-4IR keypad does not have 

transport keys such as play, track +/-, etc.).

IS THE IR LEARNING IN THE ZR-6 THE SAME AS 

GLORIA?

IR Learning in the ZR-6 is even easier than in the ZR-4630.  The 

IR learning menu will prompt you to enter the commands (“Play”, 

“Pause”, “Rewind”, etc.) one by one. The labels appearing on 

the display eliminate the need for pressing a Niles remote button 

to specify a memory location prior to learning each device 

command. See the ZR-6 System Guide for details of how IR 

functions.

DOES THE ZR-6 IR LEARNING SUPPORT 

OTHER DEVICES?

 The ZR-6 features two IR storage pages labeled “Library 1” and 

“VS-6/Library 2”. These pages are used to store extra IR 

commands (any that will be used in sequences that are not 

learned on one of the source pages). For example, commands 

to open or close draperies turn on TVs, etc.   

WHY CAN’T I LEARN IR COMMANDS FOR ALL 

SIX SOURCES?

Names for source devices must be specifi ed in the confi guration 

menu for those devices to appear in the IR Learning and 

Sequence building menus.

MUST I TEACH ALL DISCRETE IR CODES TO 

THE R-8L REMOTE?

No, the R-8L remote always sends Niles codes for devices. The 

actual device codes are generated from the learned IR 

commands stored in the ZR-6.

HOW DO I “CLONE” A ZR-6 CONFIGURATION?

ZR-6 archive software stores all confi guration data stored in the 

ZR-6, which can then be transferred into a blank ZR-6.  This 

includes all source names, zone linking, zones enabled for party 

mode, zones enabled for paging, all learned IR commands, all 

IR sequences, preamplifi er output status, zone tone control 

settings, zone loudness status, zone start volume settings, and 

source compensation levels. Archiving does not store 

information residing in the keypads (IR sensor status, display 

contrast settings, or display time-out settings).
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TS-PRO/ZR-6 F.A.Q.S

WHAT NEW FEATURES DOES THE TS-PRO 

PROVIDE?

The TS-Pro adds several new capabilities to your ZR-6 system:

■ TS-Pro supports an external IR sensor

■ TS-Pro allows control of any zone 

■  TS-Pro adds the ability to adjust volume in multiple 

    zones simultaneously

■ TS-Pro allows custom room (zone)  naming

■ TS-Pro allows custom radio preset naming

■ TS-Pro provides expanded iPod search capabilities

HOW IS THE TS-PRO PROGRAMMED?

No programming is necessary. Simply connect the TS-Pro to a 

confi gured ZR-6 and the programming occurs automatically.  

The source buttons are named and the proper screens are 

loaded. The buttons on those screens appear only if an IR 

command for that button is learned into the ZR-6.

WHAT TYPES OF EXTERNAL IR SENSORS MAY BE 

CONNECTED?

Any Niles IR MicroSensor® works perfectly. The IR signal will 

be routed to the ZR-6 in exactly the same way as the internal 

IR sensor.

DOES THE TS-PRO FIT INTO A STANDARD 2-GANG 

JUNCTION BOX?

No. The TS-Pro is slightly larger and requires a special cutout.  

A template for the proper size is included in the box. A new 

construction bracket, TS-Pro BKT (FG01603) is available.

ARE COLOR KITS AVAILABLE FOR THE TS-PRO?

Faceplates in three colors are included in the box: white, light 

almond, and bone with the TS-Pro; white, black, and silver with 

the TS-Pro EX.

HOW IS THE TS-PRO CONNECTED TO THE ZR-6?

The TS-Pro connects to the ZR-6 with a CAT- 5 cable terminated 

in the T568A standard – exactly the same wiring and termination 

as a Solo-6MD or Solo-6IR keypad. The TS-Pro is a direct 

replacement for either of these keypads.

HOW MANY TS-PROS CAN BE CONNECTED TO 

A ZR-6?

A ZR-6 will support up to six TS-Pros (one per zone) without any 

additional power. The Keypad Power Value (KPV) of the TS-Pro 

is 5. Calculate the maximum KPV for a system the same way as 

for a Solo-6IR or Solo-6MD keypad. See your system manual 

for more information.
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Notes: 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

©2009-2010 Niles Audio Corporation 12331 S.W. 130 Street, Miami, FL 33186 Tel: 800.289.4434 or 305.238.4373 – www.nilesaudio.com – All rights reserved. 

Niles, the Niles logos, Solo, MicroFlasher, Systems Integration Amplifi er, One touch to Entertainment, SmartDock, iWARE, and IntelliFile are registered trademarks 

of Niles Audio Corporation. Numeric is a trademark of Niles Audio Corporation. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Niles reserves the 

right to change specifi cations and descriptions without notice. The technical and other information contained herein is not intended to set forth all technical and 

other specifi cations. TM0036A

All Niles products are manufactured with reliability in mind and backed by factory warranties against defects in 

materials or workmanship. For details, see warranty statement included with each product.

We are eager to hear your product suggestions. 

Please e-mail your suggestions to: productsuggestions@nilesaudio.com

Niles strives to constantly improve our products, all specifications may change without notice.

Call: 800-289-4434 (BUY-HIFI)

Customer Service is available from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM

Technical Support is available from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM

Online at: www.nilesaudio.com/techsupport or via email: techsupport@nilesaudio.com

Warranty

Customer Service and Technical Support

Product Suggestions
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